XIII
ARCHIMEDES
-    THE siege and capture of Syracuse by Marcclhia <1 ^ second Punic war furnished the occasion for the appo Archimedes as a personage in history; it is with thi gal event that most of the detailed stories of him nected; and the fact that he was killed in the Back o ,'*in 212 B.C., when he is supposed to have been 75 yea A enables us to fix his date at about 287-212 B.C.    H
and his son C
appears from a passage of Diodorus* that he spent 'g in Egypt, which visit was the occasion of his discovc so-called Archimedean screw as a means of pumpn It may be inferred that he studied at Alexandria successors of Euclid. It was probably at Alexandra made the acquaintance of Con^n^of^Samjos^ (for whoi the highest regard both as a mathematician and a fr of Erat^                          To the former he wan in
of communicating his discourses before their pu while it was to Eratosthenes that he sent The Met hoc introductory letter which is of the highest interest, (if we may judge by its heading) the famous Cattle-]
Traditions.
It is natural that history or legend should Hay m< mechanical inventions than of his mathematical aclu which would appeal less to the average rnind. Hin
'                                                                                                      "